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Program
Day 1: February 21, 2025

	9:00 – 9:15
	Welcome address

	9:15 – 9:45
	Inaugural address
Mr. Aseem Srivastava, PCCF (Madhya Pradesh)
Invasive species management in protected areas

	9:45 – 10:15
	Keynote address
Dr. K V Sankaran, KFRI
Keys to the successful management of biological invasions

	10:15 – 10:45
	Tea break

	10:45 – 11:45
	Invited lecture
	Dr. Ankila Hiremath, ATREE 
The multiple dimensions of invasive species’ impacts, and their implications for management.

	
	
	Dr. Bibhuti Prasad Lahkar, Aaranyak 
Revival of sub-Himalayan grasslands by managing invasive alien plants in Manas World Heritage Site

	11:45 – 13:00
	Roundtable session 1
Theme: Impact and management of invasive alien species
Session anchors: Dr. Ankila Hiremath, Dr. P. Sujanapal

	13:00 – 13:30
	Lightning talks
	Session 1
Chair: Dr. Bibhuti P Lahkar

	
	
	Aadrita Das, Tezpur University
Impact of invasive plant species in soil properties and nutrient dynamics in Burhachapori Wildlife Sanctuary, Assam

	
	
	Harshita Pant, University of Delhi
Performance of Leucaena leucocephala and Prosopis juliflora along an altitudinal gradient

	
	
	Avishek Sarkar, Rain Forest Research Institute
Impact of forest canopy density on invasive alien plants spread across the vulnerable ecosystem of Amchang Wildlife Sanctuary, Assam

	
	
	Bijay Thakur, Tezpur University
Distribution patterns of non-native plants along elevation and disturbance gradients in the Eastern Himalaya, Arunachal Pradesh, India

	13:30 – 14:15
	Lunch break






	14:15 – 15:45
	Invited lecture
	Dr. Rajeev Raghavan, Kerala University of Fisheries 
Threats to aquatic biodiversity from invasive alien fish species

	
	
	Dr. Puja Ray, Presidency University 
Plant invasion in aquatic ecosystems in India and their integrated biocontrol

	
	
	Ms. Padma T V, Science Journalist 
Communicating on aliens

	15:45 – 16:00
	Tea break

	16:00 – 17:15
	Roundtable session 2
Theme: Gaps in biological invasion research and policy
Session anchors: Dr. Anzar Ahmad Khuroo, Dr. Gyan Prakash Sharma, Dr. Malvika Chaudhary

	17:15 – 18:00
	Lightning talks
	Session 2
Chair: Dr. Ankila Hiremath

	
	
	Nivedita Tuli, Hyderabad Urban Lab Foundation
Vilayati keekar: The making and unmaking of an invasive species 

	
	
	R P Harisha, ATREE
Place-based weeds to wealth approach: A case study on effective control and management of invasive Lantana camara from South India

	
	
	Rameez Ahmad, Nalanda University
Turning the tide on invasives: A global meta-analysis of native revegetation strategies for effective restoration

	
	
	Shubhra Sotie, Humane Society International
The overlooked threat of invasive Fauna in India’s wildlife policy

	
	
	Sonali Chauhan, Azim Premji University
Ecological restoration for resilient cities: Reimagining the urban nature in Delhi, India

	19:30 – 21:00
	Meeting dinner





Day 2: February 22, 2025

	9:00 – 10:00
	Invited lecture
	Dr. Anzar Ahmad Khuroo, University of Kashmir 
Invasive alien plants in India: A research synthesis to guide policy and management

	
	
	Dr. Malvika Chaudhary, CABI-India 
Promoting awareness and uptake of bioprotection products for management of invasive Southeast Asian thrips on chili using digital tools

	10:00-10:45
	Hands-on workshop on science communication
Session anchor: Ms. Padma T V 

	10:45 – 11:00
	Tea break

	11:00 – 11:45

	Lightning talks
	Session 3
Chair: Dr. Rajeev Raghavan

	
	
	Chudasama Dharmarajsinh, Bharati Vidyapeeth Institute of Environment Education and Research
Impact of feral dogs population on distribution of Blackbuck and Indian Wolf in Blackbuck National Park, Velavadar

	
	
	Dakshata Gaikwad, A.V.C College, Mannampandal, Mayiladuturai
Invasive mussels, shrinking habitats: Assessing the ecological consequences of Mytella strigata in India

	
	
	Astha Jaiswal, Central University of Gujarat
The silent invasion: Addressing the proliferation of banned and invasive fish species in India

	
	
	Pranesh Paul, University of Calcutta
Macroinvertebrate diversity under siege: The influence of Amazon Sailfin Catfish invasion in freshwater ecosystems

	
	
	Arjun M S, Kerala Agricultural University
Ecological dynamics of Pteridium aquilinum (Bracken) invasion and its impacts on tropical montane grassland ecosystems

	
	
	Chetan Misher, Wildlife Conservation Trust
Biodiversity under siege: Ecological invasions in the Thar Desert

	11:45 – 13:00
	Roundtable session 3
Theme: Collaboration and networking
Session anchors: Dr. Alok Bang, Dr. Achyut Kumar Banerjee

	13:00 – 13:45
	Lunch break






	13:45 – 15:15
	Invited lecture
	Dr. Kavita Gupta, NBPGR (Online)
Biosecurity policies to prevent and manage invasive alien species in India

	
	
	Dr. C S Reddy, NRSC, ISRO (Online)
Monitoring of biological invasions using novel geospatial technologies

	
	
	Dr. P Sujanapal, Kerala Forest Research Institute 
Plant invasions in tropical ecosystems

	15:15 – 15:45
	Lightning talks
	Session 4
Chair: Dr. Puja Ray

	
	
	Purnima Singh, University of Delhi
Understanding the ecological consequences of invasive species on host plant selection by native insect herbivores

	
	
	Praveen P, National Centre for Biological Sciences
Population genomics of an invasive plant – flower color in Lantana camara is associated with population structure

	
	
	Arunava Dutta, Raja Narendralal Khan Women's College
The story of crofton weed: The journey from an obscure ornamental plant to a noxious invasive plant

	
	
	Rabishankar Sengupta, Botanical Survey of India
Species distribution modelling using Maximum Entropy to identify the potential invasion hotspots of the neo-invasive Ageratina riparia in Mizoram, India

	15:45 – 16:45
	Invited lecture
	Dr. Gyan Prakash Sharma, University of Delhi
Plant invasions: exploring the trajectory of transitions

	
	
	Dr. Alok Bang, Azim Premji University
Confronting denialism and establishing the burden of proof in invasion science

	16:45 – 17:45
	Tea and Panel discussion
Session anchor: Dr. K V Sankaran
Panelists: Dr. Rajeev Raghavan, Dr. Anzar A Khuroo, Dr. Alok Bang

	17:45 – 18:00
	Concluding remarks and vote of thanks
Dr. Mansi Mungee

	18:00 – 18:30
	High tea



Page 2 of 2

image1.png
°s.\on BiO/

R ()
N\ m
FORUM

N NN





image2.png
Azim Premji
University





