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Passage |

The supply-demand problem of education has many interesting aspects to it. The numbers of youth
wanting higher education has shot up but the supply suffers on various counts. First, government
sources are quoted in the news that there is a shortage of 30-40% faculty in colleges and universities
at all levels. | have not found data in support of this claim. Second, almost anyone who is thinking of
education says that the syllabi are outdated. Third, industry and business complain that the outcome
of education - quality of job applicants is extremely bad but we have no measure of how good or bad
it is. Graduation certificates, like school certificates, have lost credibility and meaning. Further,
considering that about 90% of the Indian workforce is in the unorganized sector where hiring is quite
informal, certificates and diplomas count less than a reference trusted by the employer. And yet,
parents want their children to go to colleges and complete graduation. There is a certain helpless faith
in our educational institutions that they will somehow deliver at least for “my” child. At the same
time, we do not rely totally on these institutions. At appropriate times we also send children to
private tutors. ASER 2017 shows that nearly 40% of students attending government schools go for
tuitions. ASER has been pointing out that in the Eastern states around Bihar, massive proportions of
school children go to private tutors.

-- Madhav Chavan, “Giving the emperor new clothes”, Beyond Basics: ASER Report 2017,
http://img.asercentre.org/docs/Publications/ASER%20Reports/ASER%202017/aser2017fullreportfinal
pdf

Question 1
According to the author, the demand for higher education

Answer Option (a) Has decreased

Answer Option (b) Has remained the same
Answer Option (c) Has increased

Answer Option (d) There is no data on this.
Correct Answer (c) Has increased

Question 2

What exactly needs to be done to the syllabus?
Answer Option (a) It needs to be changed.

Answer Option (b) It is fine as it is.


http://img.asercentre.org/docs/Publications/ASER%20Reports/ASER%202017/aser2017fullreportfinal

Answer Option (c) There should be more discussion about it.

Answer Option (d) It needs to be revised.

Correct Answer (d) It needs to be revised.

Question 3

Which of the following claims does the passage make?

Answer Option (a) Employers trust diplomas and certificates.

Answer Option (b) Education system faces multiple challenges.

Answer Option (c) Unorganized sector trusts the education system.

Answer Option (d) Private schools are better than government schools.

Correct Answer (b) Education system faces multiple challenges.

Question 4

In the passage, “credibility” means:

Answer Option (a) Lack of belief

Answer Option (b) Believability

Answer Option (c) Accuracy

Answer Option (d) Monetary value

Correct Answer (b) Believability

Question 5

Read the following statements.

Statement A: There is a shortage of 30-40% faculty in colleges and universities.
Statement B: The pupil-teacher ratio in colleges and universities is high.
Which of the following options is correct?

Answer Option (a) Statement B is an appropriate implication of statement A

Answer Option (b) Statement A is an appropriate implication of statement B.



Answer Option (c) Statement A is false but statement B is true.

Answer Option (d) Statement B is false but statement A is true.

Correct Answer (b) Statement B is an appropriate implication of statement A

Passagelll

Up to the age of 12 all the knowledge | gained was through Gujarati, my mother tongue. | knew then
something of Arithmetic, History and Geography. Then | entered a High school. For the first three
years the mother tongue was still the medium. But the school-master’s business was to drive English
into the pupil’s head. Therefore more than half of our time was given to learning English and
mastering its arbitrary spelling and pronunciation. It was a painful discovery to have to learn a
language that was not pronounced as it was written. It was a strange experience to have to learn the
spelling by heart.... However, for the first three years, it was comparatively plain sailing.

The pillory began with the fourth year. Everything had to be learnt through English — Geometry,
Algebra, Chemistry, Astronomy, History, and Geography. The tyranny of English was so great that
even Sanskrit or Persian had to be learnt through English, not through the mother tongue. If any boy
spoke in the class in Gujarati which he understood, he was punished. It did not matter to the teacher
if a boy spoke bad English which he could neither pronounce correctly nor understand fully. Why
should the teacher worry? His own English was by no means without blemish. It could not be
otherwise. English was as much a foreign language to him as to his pupils. The result was chaos. We
the boys had to learn many things by heart, though we could not understand them fully and often not
at all.... I know now that what | took four years to learn of Arithmetic, Geometry, Algebra, Chemistry
and Astronomy, | should have learnt easily in one year, if | had not to learn them through English but
Guijarati. My grasp of the subjects would have been easier and clearer. My Gujarati vocabulary would
have been richer. | would have made use of such knowledge in my own home. This English medium
created an impassable barrier between me and the members of my family, who had not gone through
English schools.... | was fast becoming a stranger in my own home. | certainly became a superior
person. Even my dress began to undergo imperceptible changes. What happened to me was not an
uncommon experience. It was common to the majority.... High schools were schools for cultural
conquest by the English. The knowledge gained by the three hundred boys of my high school became
a circumscribed possession. It was not for transmission to the masses.

--Gandhi, M. K. 1999. "The Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi (Electronic Book), New Delhi,
Publications Division Government of India, 98 volumes", Vol. 73,
http://www.gandhiserve.org/e/cwmg/cwmg.htm

Question 1

Why was everything plain sailing during the first three years?

Answer Option (a) The school-master was well trained.


http://www.gandhiserve.org/e/cwmg/cwmg.htm

Answer Option (b) The medium of teaching was the mother tongue.

Answer Option (c) The syllabus was easy.

Answer Option (d) There were only a few subjects.

Correct Answer (a) The medium of teaching was the mother tongue.

Question 2

“His own English was by no means without blemish.” This means:

Answer Option (a) The teacher made mistakes in English.

Answer Option (b) The students made mistakes in English.

Answer Option (c) The teacher’s English was excellent.

Answer Option (d) The students understood what the teacher was saying.

Correct Answer (a) The teacher made mistakes in English.

Question 3

The author says that if the medium of education was Gujarati instead of English, many things would
happen. Which of following claims is the author not making:

Answer Option (a) He would have learnt faster.

Answer Option (b) His Gujarati vocabulary would have been richer.

Answer Option (c) His English would have improved.

Answer Option (d) His dress would not have changed.

Correct Answer ( ¢ ) His English would have improved.

Question 4

Which of the following statements are true?
Statement A: The teachers were functioning as instruments for (the English people??)



Statement B: English was connecting the author with the masses.
Statement C: The author always wanted to study in the English medium.

Answer Option (a) Statement C is incorrect, but statement A and B are correct.
Answer Option (b) Statement A is correct, but statement B and C are incorrect.
Answer Option (c) Statement B is correct, but statement A and C are incorrect.
Answer Option (d) Statement A is incorrect, but statement B and C are correct.

Correct Answer (b) Statement A is correct, but statement B and C are incorrect.

Question 5

What do “imperceptible changes” mean?

Answer Option (a) Visible changes

Answer Option (b) Almost invisible changes
Answer Option (c) Sudden changes
Answer Option (d) Recent changes

Correct Answer Almost invisible changes

Passage Il

Deliberative Democracy and Education

Democracy presupposes inclusion of all and absence of discrimination. Therefore, one pointer to such
criteria could be the common good (sarva jan hitaya). It is at least theoretically possible to refer all
decisions to the greater common good, if we are in possession of such a commodity. However, it is no
mean task to manufacture a notion of common good in a multicultural society where the moral and
social values of different groups and communities may be at variance with each other, where
economic interests of different groups and communities may be in conflict with each other. That is
where rational public discourse comes into picture. Understanding each other's positions, articulating
what one's cherished way of life is, accommodating the view of others and arguing for space for one's
own life style; demands a conversation tempered with concern for the other and guided by reason.



The common good need not necessarily be conceived as a golden principle discovered, formulated
and fixed for all times to come. It could be conceived as a set of values evolving through rational
public discourse among all the citizens. An evolving consensus among all the citizens through public
deliberations where everyone takes part on equal footing and where reason is the only arbiter. This
discourse has to be truly public in the sense of widest possible participation to be effective and of any
value. This discourse cannot be limited to choice of voting at the election time. Every political decision
and every policy has to be constantly and critically evaluated.

-- Extracts from “Deliberative Democracy and Education” by Rohit Dhankar

Question 1
Which of the following are the key elements for democracy to flourish?

A. Reason
B. Dialogue
C. Pluralism
D. Care

Answer Option (a) A, B and D.

Answer Option (b) A, B, and C

Answer Option (c) All of these

Answer Option (d) None of these

Correct Answer (c) All of these.

Question 2

Statement 1: Assertion (A): Rational public discourse is essential for democracy.
Statement 2: Reason (R): Public deliberations help in conceptualising common good.

Select the correct alternatives from the options given below.

Answer Option (a) A is true but R is not the reason for A.

Answer Option (b) A is true and R is the reason for A

Answer Option (c) Both Aand R are true, but they are unrelated.

Answer Option (d) Both A and R are false.

Correct Answer (b) A is true and R is the reason for A.

Question 3



Why has the author used the word “deliberative” in the title?

Answer Option (a) Because he thinks that the notion of common good can be manufactured easily.
Answer Option (b) Because he thinks that rationality is not enough.

Answer Option (c) Because he thinks that values are not static.

Answer Option (d) Because he thinks that voting provides equal footing to everyone.

Correct Answer (c) Because he thinks that values are not static.

Question 4

Which of the following approaches towards democracy that the author is arguing for?

Answer Option (a) Considerate and passive

Answer Option (b) Arbitrary and rational

Answer Option (c) Majoritarian and common-sensical

Answer Option (d) Critical and dialogical

Correct Answer (d) Critical and dialogical

Question 5

What is the implication of the main ideas given in this passage?

Answer Option (a) Public participation is desirable but not mandatory for democracy.

Answer Option (b) Public participation is crucial in assessing policies in democratic societies.

Answer Option (c) Public participation depends upon the background of the people.

Answer Option (d) Public participation is essential in implementing government policies.



Correct Answer (b) Public participation is crucial in assessing policies in democratic societies.

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:
Passage 1

The hedge was constructed entirely from an impenetrable thicket of thorny native shrubs, designed to
prevent smugglers from sneaking in salt from coastal areas to British-controlled states, where it was
taxed heavily.... There was vigilance night and day. The motive behind it was clear: to drive profits by
allowing the British to effectively tax salt. The hedge isolated British controlled states from salt-
producing coastal areas.

By 1869, the great hedge stretched from the foothills of the Himalayas to Odisha, and then cut mid-way
across the country as it inched towards the Bay of Bengal. Its purpose was to cut off the salt producing
coastal regions in Gujarat and Odisha from the rest of the princely states governed by the British Raj.
This ensured that salt remained a precious commodity. It was taxed so heavily that most Indians couldn't
afford it. The India Salt Act of 1882, ensured that the British had a complete monopoly over salt and
explicitly prohibited Indians from collecting or selling it, a law which Mahatma Gandhi would soon defy
in a series of marches that sparked the Indian independence movement.

But despite it being a formidable barrier, with an average height of 8ft (2.4m), the smuggling of salt
went on unabated. Armed gangs broke through the hedge, driving camels laden with sacks of salt right
through it. Smugglers tossed salt over it in unguarded areas. Violent skirmishes broke out often. "The
Customs officials harassed the population and extorted bribes," Moxham noted in his book. "The barrier
was a continual reminder of what Indians saw as unjust — British taxes. Nevertheless, it continued to be
strengthened."

The hedge was eventually abandoned when the British took complete control of all salt production in
India, by seizing one of the largest territories — the Sambhar Salt Lake in Rajasthan. The salt tax could
then be added at the point of manufacture, and this would effectively stop smugglers. There was no
longer any need for a Customs Line nor an expensive hedge. On 1 April 1879, it became obsolete.

From: Kamala Thiagarajan, The mysterious disappearance of the world's longest shrubbery, BBC, 25
August 2021, https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20210824-how-the-worlds-longestshrubbery-
vanished-without-trace


http://www.bbc.com/future/article/20210824-how-the-worlds-longestshrubbery-

1. What is the main purpose of the hedge described in the first paragraph?
a) To drive profits



b) To stop smugglers
c¢) To grow thorny native shrubs

d) To isolate the British

2. According to the second paragraph (“By 1869”), salt was produced in
a) Bay of Bengal

b) Princely states

¢) Himalayas

d) None of the above

3.In the third paragraph (“But despite”), we know that the hedge did not serve its purpose because
a) There was unabated salt

b) There were driving camels

¢) Smugglers breached the hedge

d) Violent skirmishes broke out

4.Britain’s monopoly over salt-production is an example of
a) Colonial control over resources

b) Imperial hubris

¢) Racism

d) Indian independence movement

5.The hedge “inched towards the Bay of Bengal”. This means
a) The hedge advanced cautiously

b) The hedge was built slowly

¢) The hedge was measured in inches

d) The hedge reached the sea

Passage 2

There have been a number of innovations in the education sector in the State of Rajasthan that have
aimed at addressing exclusionary practices and gaps within the education system. These have
demonstrated the possibility of evolving meaningful strategies to address educational needs of
disadvantaged children as well as improve educational planning and delivery. Lok Jumbish, or Peoples



Movement for Education for All, was launched in June 1992 by the Government of India and
Government of Rajasthan with support from the Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA). It
began with the basic aim of universalising primary education in Rajasthan. Its main objective — as
stated in the 1990 project document was ‘to develop, demonstrate, catalyse and transform the
mainstream education system with the objective of ensuring that every child has access to basic
education (Grades I to VIII).” Lok is a Hindi word meaning ‘people’ and jumbish an Urdu word meaning
‘movement’. Together, they convey the idea of a people’s movement as well as a movement for the
people. Lok Jumbish attempted to make education a people’s movement ensuring active and sustained
participation of people at every level (Chaudhary, 2003). Lok Jumbish (LJ) began with a mission to
mobilise, motivate and energise the community and education service providers. It was based on the
conviction that rejuvenation of the current education system was a key factor to universalisation of
education in the State, which was struggling to meet the universal goals of elementary education. It
therefore focused on reexamining issues related to access, retention and achievement of children. The
first phase of the project was for a period of two years from 1992-1994. In this phase LJ covered 25
blocks. In the second phase of the project (1995-1998), the focus was on strengthening and
consolidating gains made during the first phase. Post 1999, LJ faced a period of uncertainty and there
was a gradual decline with the final closure of the programme in 2003.

Shobhita Rajagopal (2018) Learning from Innovative Programmes in Education: Lok Jumbish — Peoples
Movement for Education for All in Learning Curve, Innovative Government practices in Education.
Issue I, Aug 2018. pp. 82-85. Azim Premji University, Bengaluru.

1. The central aim of Lok Jumbish was to provide higher education to all.
a) The statement is true

b) The statement is false

¢) Incomplete information in the passage

d) Uncertain

2. What is the main idea of this passage?

a) Lok Jumbish was one of the innovative programmes of the government of Rajasthan.
b) Lok Jumbish has demonstrated a model for rejuvenating the education system.

¢) Lok Jumbish faced a decline post 1999.

d) Lok Jumbish was supported by the Swedish International Development Agency.

3. Why did LJ focus on re-examining issues related to access, retention and achievement of
children?

Reason A: Because the system was grappling with the issues of access, retention and
achievement of children.

Reason B: Because it believed that these issues cannot be addressed without engaging with the
community along with others in the system.



a) Both the reasons A and B
b) Reason A
c¢) Reason B

d) The reason is not mentioned.

4. What was the duration of implementation of Lok Jumbish?
a) 11 years
b) 13 years
c) 12 years
d) 14 years

5. What is the meaning of the word Lok Jumbish?
a) A movement of the people for education

b) A movement of Hindi and Urdu speaking people
¢) A movement for the people for education

d) A movement of the people and for the people

Passage 3

The unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic posed a grave risk to the health and nutritional status of
children in low and middle-income countries (LMICs). Of specific concern is the increase in the
rates of child undernutrition, including the prevalence of being underweight, which is expected to
have increased as a result of a steep decline in household incomes, reduced access to and
affordability of healthy diets, and an interruption of social security nets that provided meals,
healthcare, and other nutrition-related services. We empirically examine the effects of the
COVID19 lockdown on children’s nutrition status using primary panel data collected from rural
India. We hypothesise that the pandemic adversely affected the ability of households to provide
nutritious foods and adequate care practices for young children and that this is expected to be
reflected in a significantly higher prevalence of undernutrition, specifically in children under five
years of age. Diet diversity is one of the primary and immediate determinants of nutrition
outcomes in children (UNICEF 2020). The quality of food consumption, reflected in the intake of a
diverse range of foods that provide an adequate amount of nutrients, determines eventual
nutritional outcomes in children. Another important driver of child nutrition outcomes is adequate
care services and practices. Emerging evidence has indicated that the COVID-19 pandemic
disrupted these two important factors. The pandemic was associated with increasing household
food insecurity. Evidence from India indicates that pandemic-induced shocks (that is, increase in
food prices, drastic loss of livelihood and income) compelled households to shift away from
nutrient-dense foods (like fruits, vegetables, dairy, meat, and fish) towards cheaper sources of
calories like starchy staples and ultra-processed foods. Further, we find evidence of a decline in
women'’s diet diversity scores. Maternal diet diversity is of course associated with child diet



diversity. Hence it is reasonable to expect that there was a corresponding decline in the quality of
children's diets also. Many families were also unable to provide good hygiene and access to health,
reducing care services and practices towards children. All of these are expected to result in an
increased risk of child undernutrition outcomes globally.

Adapted from: Seth, P., Gupta, S. and Pingali, P. (2024) “Did the COVID-19 Lockdown Reverse
the Nutritional Gains in Children?” EPW, Vol. 59, Issue No. 5.
https://www.epw.in/journal/2024/5/special-articles/did-covid-19-lockdown-reverse-
nutritionalgains.html

6. Increase in the rates of child undernutrition is expected to have resulted from
a) Steep decline in household incomes

b) Interruption of social security nets

¢) Increase in illiteracy

d) Both (a) and (b)

7. This passage examines the effects of the COVID-19 lockdown on children’s nutrition status by
using

a) Primary panel data collected from rural India.
b) Data from UNICEF
¢) Surveys done by WHO

d) Research done on children’s medical records

8. Which of the following two factors seem to be affected by COVID according to the passage?
a) Quality of food consumption and access to junk food

b) Quality of food consumption and adequate care services and practices

c¢) Access to processed foods and increase in food security

d) Mobility and social communication

9. Which of the following statements is/are true?
1. Maternal diet diversity is associated with child diet diversity

2. Diverse range of foods that provide an adequate amount of nutrients determines eventual
nutritional outcomes in children

a) Statement 1 is true
b) Statement 2 is true

c¢) Both 1 and 2 are true


http://www.epw.in/journal/2024/5/special-articles/did-covid-19-lockdown-reverse-

d) Both are untrue

10. Pandemic-induced shocks, that is, increase in food prices and drastic loss of
compelled households to shift away from nutrient-dense foods like fruits, vegetable, dairy,
meat and fish.

a) Livelihood
b) Shelter

c¢) Health

d) Mobility

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:

Hearing a shout, I turned around. He was fourteen years old at the time, and his right leg was
crippled by childhood polio.

‘Telugu raadu,” I apologized.

‘But I speak English!” Chandru declared. I learnt that he studied in class nine and liked being in
school.

‘Which subject do you like the most?’ I inquired. ‘Mathematics,” he said, and I felt glad since it was
also my favourite. Like a nerd sometimes does upon meeting another, I wrote three Maths
questions and handed them over. My questions did not in the least faze Chandru. He rapidly wrote
out the answers. My next three questions were harder, and the three followed were harder still, but
each time Chandru took only a moment to respond, and each time he responded correctly.

Then with a mischievous grin, he swiveled the notebook around, grabbed the pen and wrote out
three questions that I was to answer.

The boldness of this act caught me by surprise, but that was not as bad as the embarrassment that
followed. I answered the first two questions that Chandru had posed, but I found myself struggling
with the third.

Luckily for me, Chandru’s father came upon us at this time, and I had an opportunity to redirect the
conversation. The father spoke not a word in English. The son stepped in to translate for us. We
started speaking about the crops and the weather, but as soon as I politely could I posed the
question: “What do you wish for your son to become?’

‘He reads every mathematics book that he can find,” the father told me, ‘and he wants to become an
engineer. But no one from around here has ever become an engineer’.

‘Besides’, he added after a pause, ‘it could be very expensive. My daughters were married just a
few years ago. And we don’t have the money for a college education.’

Adapted from: Krishna A. The Broken Ladder. In: The Broken Ladder: The Paradox and the
Potential of India’s One Billion. Cambridge University Press 2017

1. Who was fourteen years at that time when the author narrated this incident?



a) The author
b) Chandru
¢) Both Chandru and the author

d) Chandru’s sister

2. Who likes the subject Mathematics?
a) The author and Chandru father

b) Chandru’s father

¢) Chandru and his father

d) The author and Chandru

3. How many times did the author write Math questions for Chandru?
a) Three questions, once

b) Three questions, twice

c¢) Three questions, thrice

d) None of the above

4. What was the author struggling with?

a) To find the answer to the third question which Chandru posed.
b) To find the answers to all the questions Chandru posed.

¢) To remember Chandru’s name

d) All of the above.

5. Why was Chandru’s father unable to support his college education?
a) As college education is very expensive

b) The father required Chandru’s support

c¢) Chandru’s father had lost his crop

d) Both (b) and (¢)



Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:

Special provisions for the advancement of the Backward Classes have been made in the
Constitution of India in its chapters on ‘Fundamental Rights’ and ‘Directive Principles of State
Policy,” with a view to securing to all citizens social, economic and political justice, and equality of
status and opportunity — goals stated in the Preamble to the Constitution. The courts have the
special responsibility of judging whether state action under these special provisions fulfill in actual
practice the general goal of social justice and equality enshrined in the Preamble, and also whether
it is consistent with the other provisions of the Constitution. A tension between the special
provisions for the advancement of the Backward Classes, defined as castes, and the goals stated in
the Preamble, is built into the Constitution. This tension was aggravated by the addition of Article
15(4) to the chapter on ‘fundamental rights,” by an amendment of the Constitution soon after its
adoption. It is well known that it was added with a view to nullifying the courts’ verdicts, striking
down reservations for [Other Backward Classes] made by some states. —

From The Judicial and Sociological View of Other Backward Classes by A.M. Shah in Caste: Its
Twentieth Century Avatar, M.N. Srinivas (Ed.), 199

In which of the following chapter/chapters does the Constitution of India make special provision
for the advancement of the backward classes?

) Only in the chapter on ‘Fundamental Rights’

f) Only in the chapter on ‘Directive Principles of State Policy’
g) Both (a) and (b) above

h) Neither (a) nor (b)

6. Which of the following goals of the Preamble finds a mention in the passage?
a) Securing social, political, and economic justice

b) Securing equality of status and opportunity

¢) Securing liberty of thought and belief

d) Both (a) and (b) above

7. Which of the following is the special responsibility of the courts?

a) Judging whether state actions fulfill the goals of the government

b) Judging whether state actions fulfill the goals of social justice and equality in practice

c¢) Judging whether the state actions are consistent with the other provisions of the Constitution

d) (b) and (c) above

8. Which of the following is true about Article 15 (4) of the Constitution?

a) The Article was part of the original Constitution



b) It was added to the Constitution through an amendment
¢) It was added to the Constitution by a directive of the courts.

d) (b) and (c) above

9. Which of the following is true about the tension between the goals stated in the Preamble and
the special provisions made to the Backward Classes

a) The tension was created with the addition of Article 15(4)
b) The tension existed before the addition of Article 15(4)
c) The tension was eased because of Article 15(4)

d) None of the above

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:

When they reached Calcutta, Phatik met his aunt for the first time. She was by no means pleased
with this unnecessary addition to her family. She found her own three boys quite enough to
manage without taking any one else. And to bring a village lad of fourteen into their midst was
terribly upsetting. Bishamber should really have thought twice before committing such an
indiscretion.

In this world of human affairs there is no worse nuisance than a boy at the age of fourteen. He is
neither charming, nor useful. It is impossible to shower affection on him as on a little boy; and he
is always getting in the way. If he talks with a childish lisp he is called a baby, and if he answers
in a grown-up way he is called impertinent. In fact any talk at all from him is resented. Then he
is at the unattractive, growing age. He grows out of his clothes with haste; his voice grows
hoarse and breaks and quavers; his face grows suddenly angular and unsightly. It is easy to
excuse the shortcomings of early childhood, but it is hard to tolerate even unavoidable lapses in a
boy of fourteen. The lad himself becomes painfully self-conscious. When he talks with elderly
people he is either unduly forward, or else so unduly shy that he appears ashamed of his very
existence.

Yet it is at this very age when in his heart of hearts a young lad most craves for recognition and
love; and he becomes the devoted slave of any one who shows him consideration. But none dare
openly love him, for that would be regarded as undue indulgence, and therefore bad for the boy.
So, what with scolding and chiding, he becomes very much like a stray dog that has lost his
master....

The cramped atmosphere of neglect in his aunt's house oppressed Phatik so much that he felt that
he could hardly breathe. He wanted to go out into the open country and fill his lungs and breathe
freely. But there was no open country to go to. Surrounded on all sides by Calcutta houses and
walls, he would dream night after night of his village home, and long to be back there. He
remembered the glorious meadow where he used to fly his kite all day long; the broad river-
banks where he would wander about the livelong day singing and shouting for joy; the narrow
brook where he could go and dive and swim at any time he liked. He thought of his band of boy
companions over whom he dominated; and, above all, the memory of that tyrant mother of his,
who had such a prejudice against him but occupied him day and night.

Adapted from “The Home-Coming” by Rabindranath Tagore (Trans. C F Andrews):



http://www.gutenberg.org/files/2518/2518-h/2518-h.htm

1. What is the “indiscretion” mentioned in the first paragraph?
a) Phatik’s aunt’s mood

b) Bringing Phatik to Calcutta

c¢) The three boys in the family

d) That Phatik was 14 years old

2. According to the passage, which of these is NOT TRUE of a 14-year-old boy?
a) His clothes do not fit him well

b) One cannot be affectionate towards him
¢) He can be quite useful

d) He is self-conscious

3. Phatik is unhappy because
a) He is a devoted slave

b) He talks with elderly people
c) He is called a baby

d) He is not loved

4. Which of the following does Phatik NOT miss?
a) Open country

b) Calcutta houses

¢) Kite flying

d) His mother

5. Why would no one openly love a young boy such as Phatik?
a) He would not return their love

b) It would spoil him

c) It would make him angry

d) No one had the time


http://www.gutenberg.org/files/2518/2518-h/2518-h.htm

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:

[T]he national policy on education is also full of such ideas — correct and worthy of
everyone's support, but much too general to be followed up in action. I know from my
personal experience of attending policy-meetings how typical it is of senior civil servants like
a secretary or joint secretary to say that we, the members, need only to decide the broad
principles or plan, and not worry about 'matters of detail'. A distinct odium and indifference
is attached to those words — 'matters of detail'. Lower level officials and clerks are supposed
to look after them. It happens all the time. Major schemes failed to make a difference because
matters of detail were not worked out by the same people who proposed the schemes. Despite
repeated failure, we don't learn the point that matters of detail are the heart of educational
reform, or for that matter, reform in any sphere.

I recall a meeting I attended in the mid-eighties. It had been called to determine what
supplies were to be made to rural primary schools under 'Operation Blackboard'. I suggested
a globe to be included in the list. Some people wondered why a primary school needed a



globe when the syllabus emphasized local and regional geography. After some discussion on
the importance of nurturing children's natural curiosity, etc., the item 'globe' was entered in
the list of supplies to be made. I wanted to ensure that the entry would specify 'wooden
globe', for I was afraid that the finance committee would instinctively opt for the cheaper,
plastic globe. I was told that this was a matter of detail, so it would be looked after at the
relevant level. Years later when I visited a village primary school where the supplies of
Operation Blackboard material had been made, I asked the headmaster how the globe was
being used. He was reluctant to talk about it, even to show it. Finally when he brought it out,
I saw that it was a plastic globe, torn and flattened, which was a natural thing to have
happened to a plastic globe in a school for little children. A matter of detail had prevailed in
the end.

Adapted from Krishna Kumar (1999). The woman with a broom: A meditation on education,
India International Centre Quarterly, Vol. 26, No. 3 (Monsoon 1999).
http://www.jstor.org/stable/23005461

6. The policy ideas mentioned in the first paragraph are:
a) Clear and precise

b) Local and regional

¢) Worthwhile but vague

d) Brilliant and beautiful

7. What is the main theme of this passage?
a) National Education Policy

b) Attention to detail

c¢) Operation Blackboard

d) Plastic globes

8. According to the author, who is responsible for the situation?
a) Secretaries and Joint Secretaries

b) Primary schoolchildren

c) Headmasters

d) Operation Blackboard

9. The headmaster was reluctant to show the author the globe because
a) it was non-functional

b) it was cheap
¢) he did not believe in Operation Blackboard


http://www.jstor.org/stable/23005461

d) it was in use

10. Which of the following comes closest in meaning to the phrase ‘a distinct odium’?
a) a certain elegance

b) a deep dislike

c¢) a profound thought

d) a feeling of joy

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:

Today, we read a lot about yet another era of development, which began in the late 1990’s.
People refer to this newest era with varying names, such as “finance capitalism” and “post-
Fordist accumulation.” Some scholars depict this era as a mere repackaging of the previous
era, designed to foster the same ideals while avoiding earlier criticisms (Evans and Sewell
2013; Harvey 2005). Others highlight important shades of difference. From the perspective
of labour, in particular, people decry the contemporary era as more capital-intensive than
ever before. Many economies, they claim, are experiencing capital deepening, or increasing
organic composition of capital, through new technologies that are making labour less
important, if not entirely redundant. Capital’s dependence on labour, therefore, is said to be
thinning, which in turn is fostering “jobless growth.” Scholars and policymakers are
scrambling, therefore, to understand the long-term effects on the working poor of growing
phenomena such as the “gig economy” and “roboticization.” There is little consensus on what
sector will absorb the majority of the labour force. At the same time, and in some
contradiction to fears of labour’s redundancy, scholarship on the swelling mass of “informal”
or “precarious” labour is rising. Capital’s reliance on these workers is being increasingly
acknowledged, but, unlike in previous eras, these workers are not regulated by state law
(some are explicitly excluded from state regulation, while others are de facto excluded
through lack of enforcement of the law). In essence, therefore, there appears to be a new
class division emerging, not just between capital and labour but within labour, between
formal and informal workers.

Agarwala, R. (2018). The development of labour under contemporary capitalism. Sociology
of Development, 4(3), 239-260.

11. How do scholars refer to the new era of development?
a) Finance Capitalism

b) Post Fordist accumulation

c) Mere repackaging of the previous era

d) All the above



12. What could the contemporary era be called from the perspective of labour?
a) More capital-intensive than ever before

b) Finance capitalism

c¢) Post-Fordist accumulation

d) All the above

13. What is fostering ‘jobless growth’?
a) Deepening capital through new technologies
b) Thinning dependence of capital on labour.

c) Capital's dependence on labour

d) Both (a) and (b)

14. Which sector will absorb the majority of the labour force in the new era?
a) Gig economy and roboticization

b) Informal sector

c¢) Both (a) and (b)

d) None of the above

15. What is the new class division emerging in the contemporary era?
a) Capital and labour

b) Formal and informal workers

c) Gig workers and informal sector workers

d) Both (a) and (b)

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:

Today, we read a lot about yet another era of development, which began in the late 1990’s.
People refer to this newest era with varying names, such as “finance capitalism” and “post-
Fordist accumulation.” Some scholars depict this era as a mere repackaging of the previous
era, designed to foster the same ideals while avoiding earlier criticisms (Evans and Sewell
2013; Harvey 2005). Others highlight important shades of difference. From the perspective
of labour, in particular, people decry the contemporary era as more capital-intensive than
ever before. Many economies, they claim, are experiencing capital deepening, or increasing
organic composition of capital, through new technologies that are making labour less
important, if not entirely redundant. Capital’s dependence on labour, therefore, is said to be



thinning, which in turn is fostering “jobless growth.” Scholars and policymakers are
scrambling, therefore, to understand the long-term effects on the working poor of growing
phenomena such as the “gig economy” and “roboticization.” There is little consensus on what
sector will absorb the majority of the labour force. At the same time, and in some
contradiction to fears of labour’s redundancy, scholarship on the swelling mass of “informal”
or “precarious” labour is rising. Capital’s reliance on these workers is being increasingly
acknowledged, but, unlike in previous eras, these workers are not regulated by state law
(some are explicitly excluded from state regulation, while others are de facto excluded
through lack of enforcement of the law). In essence, therefore, there appears to be a new
class division emerging, not just between capital and labour but within labour, between
formal and informal workers.

Agarwala, R. (2018). The development of labour under contemporary capitalism. Sociology
of Development, 4(3), 239-260.

16. How do scholars refer to the new era of development?
a) Finance Capitalism

b) Post Fordist accumulation

c) Mere repackaging of the previous era

d) All the above

17. What could the contemporary era be called from the perspective of labour?
a) More capital-intensive than ever before

b) Finance capitalism

¢) Post-Fordist accumulation

d) All the above



18. What is fostering ‘jobless growth’?
a) Deepening capital through new technologies
b) Thinning dependence of capital on labour.

c) Capital's dependence on labour

d) Both (a) and (b)

19. Which sector will absorb the majority of the labour force in the new era?
a) Gig economy and roboticization

b) Informal sector

c¢) Both (a) and (b)

d) None of the above

20. What is the new class division emerging in the contemporary era?
a) Capital and labour

b) Formal and informal workers

c¢) Gig workers and informal sector workers

d) Both (a) and (b)

General and Quantitative Reasoning Ability
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The following graph shows a comparison between the population of a few important cities in 2015 and
2030. Answer the following questions based on the graph.



World's Biggest Cities By 2030

Population (In million)

Source: In 2030, 39% of India’s Population Will Be Urban, SHREYA SHAH NOVEMBER 23, 2017,
Indiaspend.com
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Gid: In 2030, 39% of India’s Population Will Be Urban, Shreya Shah, November 23, 2017, Indiaspend.com

1. Which city had the least urban population in the year 2015?
a. Mexico City
b. Cairo
c. Sao Paulo

d. New York
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2. Which of the cities show the largest increase in urban population from 2015 to 20307
a. Cairo

b. Mumbai
c. Delhi

d. Shanghai

2.2015 3 2030 dP DI YR TR

AN ged 3
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3. Which of the following statement is true?
a. Mumbai will have a greater increase in the urban population by 2030 than Delhi.
b. Mumbai’s urban population is comparable to that of Beijing.
¢. Mumbai exceeds Shanghai in terms of urbanization.

d. Delhi will have the largest urban population.
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A. The table below gives the Minimum Support Prices (MSP) of a selected few Rabi and Kharif crops.
Answer the following questions based on the table.

Table: Minimum Support Prices - Fixed by Government (Rs per quintal)

Commaodity 2014-15| 2015-16| 2016-17| 2017-18| 2018-19| 2019-20( 2020-21

KHARIF CROPS

PADDY 1360 1410 1470 1550 1750 1815 1868
JOWAR 1530 1570 1625 1700 2430 2550 2620
BAJRA 1250 1275 1330 1425 1950 2000 2150

MAIZE 1310 1325 1365 1425 1700 1760 1850




RAGI 1550 1650 1725 1900 2897 3150 3295
Tur (Arhar) 4350 4625 5050 5450 5675 5800 6000
MOONG 4600 4850 5225 5575 6975 7050 7196
URAD 4350 4625 5000 5400 5600 5700 6000




COTTON 3750 3800 3860 4020 5150 5255 5515

RABICROPS

WHEAT 1450 1525 1625 1735 1840 1925 1975
BARLEY 1150 1225 1325 1410 1440 1525 1600
GRAM 3175 3500 4000 4400 4620 4875 5100

MASUR (LENTIL) 3075 3400 3950 4250 4475 4800 5100

JUTE 2400 2700 3200 3500 3700 3950 4225

Source: Department of Agriculture, Cooperation and Farmers Welfare, Govt of India.

_ S oTd R TP W BT FAdH FHYUH T (MSP)
amw%lamw&nwwmmm HIRE Ao
AIAD] : FAH GHYUH e — IRER GRT TUIURIA (9T I i)

qug | 2014-15 | 2015-16 | 2016-17 | 2017-18 | 2018-19 | 2019-20 | 2020-21
Tl B Bl

T 1360 | 1410 [ 1470  [1550 [1750 [ 1815 | 1868
SR 1530 | 1570 |1625 [1700 | 2430 [ 2550 | 2620
ORI 1250 |1275 [ 1330|1425 [1950 [2000 | 2150
T 1310|1325  [1365 [1425  [1700 [ 1760 | 1850
il 1550 | 1650 | 1725 | 1900 | 2897 | 3150 | 3295
I9R ORER) | 4350  [4625 [ 5050 [ 5450 [ 5675 | 5800 | 6000
o g 4600 | 4850 |s5225  |ss7s 6975 | 7050 | 7196
3 4350 |4625 |5000 |s400 [5600 | 5700 | 6000
U 3750 | 3800 [3860 |4020 |s5150 | 5255 | 5515
3l Bl Wl

il 1450 [ 1525 [1625  [1735  [1840  [1925 | 1975
SUSH 1150 1225 1325 1410 1440 1525 1600
Sl 3175|3500 |4000 |4400 [4620 |4875 | 5100
TR 3075|3400 [ 3950 [4250 [4475 | 4800 | 5100
I 2400 |2700 3200 [3500 [3700 |3950 | 4225

I PR, GEHRIAI Tl HHUM Hed1ul YGHTT, YRA WHR| TUG=Commaodity.



1. On an average the MSP for which of the following is the highest?
(a) Maize
(b) Paddy
(c) Jowar
(d) Bajra

Answer: Jawar
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2. Between Cotton and Jute, which has a higher increase in the MSP from 2014-15 to 2020-217
(a) Cotton
(b) Jute
(c) Botharesame
(d) Cannot say

Answer: Jute
2. 2014-15 ¥ 2020-21 T HUNT 3R S H Y HaHdch -JIdH THYTH e H eI TGIN 85 &7
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3. Given the MSPs of the five pulses — Moong, Urad, Tur, Masur, and Gram, which one will have the
highest market price?

(a) Moong
(b) Tur
(c) Urad



(d) Cannot be determined from given data

Answer: Cannot be determined from given data
3. 71 o7, 3, 3RER, IR 3R T —7 e & g9 qayoH
oTRlloe] Hed e 3(Yech g2

TR HHIHT TR

@ s
TU Y 3MipSi I T e AT off Tebell §

IR FeuTw SmicSh § T TN o o Yebell §

A. Read the paragraph and answer the following questions.

As per the 2011 Census, Karnataka has a total population of 61,130,704, it was 52,850,562 in the
2001 Census. In the total population of Karnataka, male population is 31,057,742 and the female
population is 30,072,962. The area of Karnataka is 191,791 sq. km with a density of 319 person per sq
km. The Sex Ratio in Karnataka is 968 for each 1000 male and has increased since the last census of
2001 in which it was 964 per 1000 males. The child sex ratio is 943 per 1000 males and has decreased
from 973 in the 2001 census. Literate population in 2011 is 41,029,323 out of which 22,808,468 are
males and 18,220,855 are females.

(Source: https://www.census2011.co.in/census/state/karnataka.html)

2011 ! SFRTUMTS IR, HAUCSH B Hol SFURST 61,130,704 §: 2001 B SO H T8

52,850,562 Y| HATUCH B FA SR H TR ST 31,057,742 AR Ul SIS

30,072,962 § | BV T & 191,791 TV Heba@Hiex § AR TS <} T I 319 SoId Uid qoT

HHAMIC § | HUCH B TaHT ST 968 UTd 1000 TR 8, 3R TTH 2001 ! TUSE! SFITUMIEG
> U9, SUES o SO SFTIR T8 T 1000 G 1 > TR 964 UT| STe TATI9Td U-1d 1000 G
o HUR 943 § 3R T 2001 FI TTOATH P S01973 Y HH G TR | 2011 H TER T
41,029,323 §, SToTIH ¥ 22,808,468 TBX, 31K 18,220,855 HGEATUN & |

@H : https://www.census2011.co.in/census/state/karnataka.html)

1. What is the sex ratio in Karnataka in the year 2011?
(a) 943 per 1000 males
(b) 964 per 1000 males
(c) 968 per 1000 males
(d) 973 per 1000 males

Answer: 968 per 1000 males


http://www.census2011.co.in/census/state/karnataka.html)
https://www.census2011.co.in/census/state/karnataka.html
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2. What is the population growth of Karnataka (in percentage) from the last census?
(a) 50%
(b) 30%
(c) 25%
(d) 15%

Answer: 15%
2. OB SFHTUMT § Y SHIUHT 0 HIICH Bl SHORST & heha- TR 9 G4 83 67

(31) 50%
(of) 30%
() 25%

W ; 15%

3. Based on the narrative, which of the following statements is true?
(a) Karnataka has a higher literacy rate for females as compared to males.
(b) While the sex-ratio has increased in 2011 as compared to 2001, child sex-ratio has decreased.
(c) Karnataka is the largest State in India, in terms of population density.
(d) Literacy rates in Karnataka are one of the highest in India.

Answer: While the sex-ratio has increased in 2011 as compared to 2001, child sex-ratio has decreased.
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Fig. 8: Percentages of persons in different quintile class of household expenditure having
some form of health expenditure coverage
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d) 2020-21
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—_— - T A | FEF il # | A FRAFAT | HTorrarst fY
gear | RRua erears A FEar Fo HEAT
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PAR | 12 | 300 1122 2080 2080
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Rad@er | 29 | 725 1917 2439 2439
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TRRIR By BT bl gaxT HIST, Sarsan 3R Saai IR Ty gidl 87
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T U € R aldl Ueh g Iyad - Uaog g IR 278,560 SR B @ gobah! 1TWR 45,230 AW HHT | ITA
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0) 1,55,375
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Social Awareness
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Multiple choice questions:

T-qaoag 99 ;

1. Which of these groups benefitted the most from the Green Revolution?
a. Subsistence farmers
b. Small farmers
c. Large farmers

d. Medium farmers

1. TRA PIod U 390 Y beby GG DI GG YYD TH §aMl? 31,

2l B 9T HHIM

OR-SRIR Gl
d. @ﬁ% GGG
9. 5 HIH

2. Which of these are challenges with regard to fulfilling the goals of the Paris climate agreement for
India:

a. Reducing dependence on coal because of the large numbers of people employed in the sector
b. the trajectory of India’s economic
c. the high cost of technology transfer for alternative energies
d. All of the above
e. None of the above
2. HRAPCTCTY R STeTalg THEARP e ohl ORT ahReeraaie] T St ¥ -t et & -
3 PIICIREE H Io GRS H Al HRIURA B eRUI, HIIS TR THURGI &l HH BRI d.

YR B SV HTHAT-TY
9. IHOID HAUHAAT W GEIRY $1 39 A

3. Article 15 of the Indian Constitution secures the citizens from discrimination by the State on the



grounds of: race, caste, sex or place of birth or any of them
a. Religion

b. Caste & Race

c. Sex

d. Place of Birth

e. All of the above

S YT T H Y HHY YR W GRE&d

4. Some of the exclusionary practices within the caste system is practised by members of the following
religious communities in India:

a. Hindus

b. Christians
a. Muslims
b. Sikhs

c. All of the above

T3 T SN HHAT I S -

E L %H
Y. JUguRId

5. The criminalisation of certain tribal groups began in which of the following periods:



a. Pre-colonial



b. Colonial period
c. Post-colonial

d. Does not happen in India

5. FTIATEEd § I Hhy

31, GAUI-SMUIaRI 1l
. NUTIARIE BT

6. Avijit Banerjee, Esther Dufflo and Michael Kremer won the Nobel prize in Economics in 2019 for which
of the following contributions

a. Antipoverty research
b. Climate Change
c. Behavioural Finance

d. Common-pool resources

2. AHONd Tolt, TRR SHd! 3R HIEhd $HHR 3 TTHAACTd 8 ¥ by AT ddU 2019 &

SYURTRA T -lac] YRR oitdll -

3, TRIe AR SR .
SR GRRAqUH
Y, AERAI> < vod-oqa’

> IAUNSTFh-Aied T

3. Who is the author of ‘The Discovery of India’?
a. Mahatma Gandhi
b. Bal Gangadhar Tilak
c. Jawaharlal Nehru

d. Vallabhbhai Patel

o
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8. In a Parliamentary democracy such as in India, which of the following organs of the government holds
supremacy?

a. Legislature

b. Executive

c. Judiciary

d. Bureaucracy

4. HRASY Apala H, TRPRPTTICRID 31T H Y T ol RIF Rl 87 31,
LERIEREal

§. HIIUMITCD!

. YUl

5. Which of the options is not the feature of the NEP (New Education Policy)?
a. Children be taught in their mother tongue, local language or regional language when possible

b. Mandatory instruction in the official language of the state through the primary years irrespective
of a child’s mother tongue

c. Mandatory schooling between 3-18 years
d. A unified body for higher education excluding medical and legal education
9. THHAAEGd Yahedl & Y D1 adhed TU (T8 ARI&N 1d) $I Ya<idi T8 &2
3. STEN e T B SiRfIN T S A, HR, o, RIFIIHR <131 8Eg YR o 3 Ugrr S

d. Eﬁ[\ ﬁmamrr{ ST DT IYIC Db T ddT UTR[eTHD A} of & SFTTARIUIC: X P 3T R
o1 T TIRIEI0T ¥, 3-18 DA SH-ARI0T el =1

I 3 HhY -Idd deded HFd T 7 qaer A Bl 9 foaees A=eT Ay R fogar mr -
a) Ry T=I&T SMYAM 2002

b) HRI&T & f3HR 2009 (RTE)

c) TS HI& Hied 2020 (NEP)

d) TS ATETHAS A& SHHTAM 2009 (RMSA)
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Writing Ability (Descriptive questions)
ARG T (@IS TY)

Instructions:

A. You can choose to respond to any one of the three questions below.

B. In descriptive questions we consider your overall ability to respond to a given issue of importance in
the domains of education, development and public policy.

C. Your response will be assessed for the following aspects; (a) your ability to take an informed position,
(b) application of critical thinking, (c) inclusion of diverse perspectives, and (d) coherent writing.

D. Each answer should be not more than 400 words in length. Avoid writing in bullet point forms.
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2. Right to education is an effective measure to curb child labour in India. Comment.

2. YRd H STA-4H ! JAh-1ob oeTT A& BT SHYYBR Teh YHIS! SUT g | Yol Pbioot|

3. The COVID-19 crisis has highlighted the need for strengthening local governments in India. Discuss.
3. PINTS-19 Hidhe A HRA H R TRBRI Bl Holgd HRA Bl HAADBATBINS o] FHdhd HATG |
EEINEIEEY

40T HRA H IGUC SRITRY BT GHYT QR UTSIaT " HehRUT 57 Tafi] |

5. 3% ST A TRBRT S H HEgarshl dady Jud a9 I & i g | HoT D] Al § Hb T8
TR 827 307 Ad padU I9ad fad fo © 3
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