Panel Discussion: Role of Universities in encouraging better
research and deeper knowledge base through open access
Speaker:
Chaired by: Sudhir Krishnaswamy and Panelists: Sunil Abraham, Lawrence Liang & Rajesh
Kasturirangan
Date / Time:
January 18, 2012 - 3:30pm
Venue:
Room 307, Third Floor, Pixel B, APU
Abstract:
Open access (OA) refers to unrestricted access via the Internet to articles published in scholarly
journals, and also increasingly to book chapters or monographs. Open Access can be ‘Gratis
OA’ which is no-cost online access or ‘Libre OA’ which is no-cost online access with some
additional usage rights. Open Content is a similar idea but includes right to modify the work.
Various, though similar, definitions of open access exist like the Budapest Open Access
Initiative, the Berlin Declaration on Open Access to Knowledge in the Sciences and
Humanities, the Bethesda Statement on Open Access Publishing, and the Washington DC
Principles for Free Access to Science.
The Open Access idea can also be extended to the learning objects and resources provided in elearning. Open Access might promote open knowledge which has the potential to deliver farreaching societal benefits. Azim Premji University is dedicated to facilitating an equitable
society. It has been working towards turning knowledge into action for many to improve quality
of education and development. It integrates academic research with ground level interventions
to build ‘models’ and inform policy design. What role does open access play in encouraging
such academic practice further and in aiding development? What role can a university, with the
vision facilitate social change, play in encouraging open access?
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The open scholarship movement was given an immense filip in the mid nineties- at least in the
mathematics and physics - with the inaugural of the Los Alamos Arxiv. At the same time, we
have seen how closed scholarship and proprietary data have led to exorbitant journal prices and
have hurt research in less privileged institutions and countries. I believe that access to
information and knowledge should be a fundamental right; open systems are key to
implementing that right. Email: rkasturi@gmail.com

